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WIMBLEDON

Surprise her
with a diamond from Corbo...

Where New Jersey Gets Engaged

Special $3299
1.00 Carat Certified

Internet pricing with Professional Service
Large Selection of Certified Diamonds

Find your perfect Diamond at
www.corbojewelers.com

Interest Free Financing Available
See Store for Details.

Since 1876

Rutherford
(201) 438-4454

Clifton
(973) 777-1635

www.corbojewelers.com

Gillette
(908) 542-0200

Old Bridge
(732) 591-8082

Chester
(908) 879-0770

ACT NOW! JUNE SPECIAL! –ONLY $99

ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION?

See results on your first visit or no charge - Guaranteed!
Our custom-blended prescription medication works for virtually
all medical conditions including diabetes and prostate surgery.
SUFFER FROM PREMATURE EJACULATION?

Gain control and last 30, 60, 90 minutes even after climax. No surgery.
Satisfy your partner with confidence.
PERSONALIZED SOLUTIONS

Private, confidential and affordable. Board Certified Urologist endorsed.
Treatment by licensed New Jersey and New York medical doctors.

When Viagra, Levitra and Cialis fail...Call us!

New Jersey (201) 663-6566
17 Arcadian Ave., Suite 106

Paramus, NJ 07652
www.NJMensClinic.com

New York (917) 267-5825
1115 Broadway, 10th Flr
New York, NY 10010

www.NYMensClinic.com

Don’t let the hottest time of year pass you by
with no way to satisfy your partner!

Offer ends June 30th

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

Parties of 5 or More
Get Special Discounts - 2 People FREE

& Progresses

Bachelor • Birthday • Office
Parties

“Best Deal in Town”

1731 Route 22 West • Union, NJ
908.810.1020 • www.hot22.com

XXXXX 18 To Enter
21 To Drink

Hott 22

BachelorParties
Call for Reservations

ATM Available

Group Party
Discounts

WORLD CUP

By Howard Fendrich
AssociAted Press

LONDON — There they
were, spread across the prac-
tice courts on the afternoon
before Wimbledon begins:
past Grand Slam champions
or former No. 1s — Novak Djok-
ovic, Stan Wawrinka, Petra
Kvitova, Caroline Wozniacki —
and some who aspire to such
heights — Eugenie Bouchard,
Milos Raonic, Ernests Gulbis.

Djokovic, the 2011 winner
at the All England Club and
last year’s runner-up to Andy
Murray, teasingly challenged
Wozniacki to hit a serve into a
white plastic bag he was hold-
ing (she missed, then joked
about “too much pressure.”)
Kvitova tested her heav-
ily wrapped upper right leg.
Bouchard, a semifinalist at the
last two majors, worked on
volleying.

Notably absent was 2013
champion Marion Bartoli,
the first woman in 17 years
who declined to defend her
Wimbledon title. Still, Bartoli
held the traditional reigning
champion’s pre-tournament
news conference yesterday,
when she explained she has
zero lingering doubts about
retiring at age 28, less than two
months after winning her only
Grand Slam trophy — and also

showed why she quit the sport.
Tugging down the collar of

her white top to reveal strips
of blue tape providing support
for her right shoulder, Bartoli
said: “Literally, I can’t even lift
my arm every morning. It was
the same last year and didn’t
improve. ... So definitely no re-
grets at all.”

She has moved on to other
pursuits — TV commentary,
launching a shoe line and de-
signing jewelry.

Ah, but Bartoli will always
have her Wimbledon cham-
pionship, and she takes great
pride in that.

“Sometimes, people ask me,
‘Who are you?’ I just say, ‘I’m
the Wimbledon champion.’ It
just speaks by itself,” she said.
“I don’t even need to mention
my name.”

When the All England Club’s
suit-and-tie-clad moderator
began yesterday’s proceedings
by intoning, “I have great plea-
sure in introducing Marion
Bartoli, our current ladies’ sin-
gles champion,” the French-
woman pumped her fists and
smiled broadly.

During the question-and-
answer session, Bartoli noted
no fewer than three times that
she won last year’s tourna-
ment without dropping a set.

She revealed that every couple
of days, she’ll log on to You-
Tube and watch a video of the
101 mph (163 kph) ace she hit
— a spray of chalk dust prov-
ing it was in — to close her vic-
tory over Sabine Lisicki in the
final.

Her coach for that magical
fortnight was Amelie Maures-
mo, a former No. 1 and two-time
major champion who recently
was hired by Murray as he at-
tempts to win a second consec-
utive title at Wimbledon.

Murray, the first British man
in 77 years to earn the champi-
onship at the All England Club,
will have the honor of opening
play today on Centre Court, fac-
ing Belgium’s David Goffin.

“I believe if I play my best
tennis, I’ll give myself a chance
of doing well here; putting
myself in a position to win the
tournament,” the No. 3-seeded
Murray said yesterday. “But
you can’t start off slowly in
these tournaments. You need
to try and be on it from the

first match. I’ll be ready for
tomorrow.”

Other top men in action to-
day are the No. 1-seeded Djok-
ovic, 2010 runner-up Tomas
Berdych and No. 11 Grigor
Dimitrov, who faces American
qualifier Ryan Harrison.

Women on the schedule in-
clude five-time champion Ve-
nus Williams, No. 2 Li Na, 2012
runner-up Agnieszka Radwan-
ska and No. 8 Victoria Azaren-
ka, who is coming off a left foot
injury.

The last woman to skip a ti-
tle defense at Wimbledon was
Steffi Graf in 1997, shortly after
knee surgery.

Bartoli left tennis primarily
because of “too many question
marks” about her health. But
there are other parts of life on
tour she does not feel nostalgic
about.

“I don’t miss every morning
having to wake up and not be-
ing able to lift my arm; having
my whole body terribly sore;
having to travel; pack and

unpack; all the practice time
you have to book; make sure
you’re just having your sched-
ule ready,” she said.

Apparently, word of her
retirement did not make the
rounds everywhere. As the
start of the French Open ap-
proached last month, Bartoli
said, people stopped her on
the streets of Paris to say they

hoped she would fare well in
that tournament.

Even yesterday, wandering
around the local village, this
sort of exchange happened, ac-
cording to Bartoli:

“So how do you feel? Do you
feel it’s going to be hard to de-
fend your title?”

“Um, not really, because I’m
not going to defend it.”

No regrets for Bartoli, now a spectator
Injury-filled career
forced 2013 champ
into early retirement
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The retired Marion Bartoli of France is the first Wimbledon
champion in 17 years to decline to defend her title.

With all respect, Japanese knowhow to treat the game

Share your good news in

Celebrations!
Announce your engagement, marriage,

anniversary, births, graduation, retirement
or any milestone.

Call 908-789-4789 for details.

Last week, thousands of miles to
the South, Japanese soccer fans
did something they always do.

They cleaned up their own mess.
Not the disarray their team left all

over the field in losing 2-1 to Ivory
Coast. But the trash they left in the
stands on their side of the field.
Within minutes of the final whistle,
they pulled out large garbage bags
and went row by row to pick up their
own garbage.

Stunned Americans, who watched
the game on television and then saw
this march of the Japanese litter po-
lice couldn’t believe their eyes. They
swamped the Twitter hemisphere
with stunned endorsements of what
the Japanese fans had done.

I do not tweet or twit or tweedle or
whatever you call that stuff, but if I
were one of that segment of America
that lets its fingers do the walking ad
nauseum, I still wouldn’t have joined
in.

For me, there is admiration but no
novelty in what they did.

Ten years ago, I was in the Oki-
nawa port city of Naha, visiting my
daughter’s family at the U.S. military
base where they lived. Just off the
base, within a few blocks of her
house, was a 5,000-seat baseball
stadium where the Hanshin Tigers
of the Japanese Central League hold
spring training.

One day I noticed the parking lot
had more than a few cars in it, so I
walked over. Even with my advanced
age and experience, I can’t resist a
ballgame.

It was a beautiful baseball day.
Two high school teams, Ichiwara
and Gowan, were on the field and
putting on a pretty good show.
With Gowan leading, 2-0, Ichiwara
loaded the bases in the ninth and
scored a run.

The Gowan coach came out to talk
to the left-hander. It was then that the

woman in a kimono, recognizing me
as a gaijon (foreigner) turned to me,
smiled and asked:

“Do you like baseball?”
“I do,” I said, “especially at this level

where they play for the school and
their teammates.”

“Me, too,” she said. “The pitcher is
my son.”

The game resumed, and the little
left-hander dug in and struck
out three in a row. He faced the
grandstand and waved to his
mother. He wore a monster of a
smile. And then all hell seemed to
break loose.

The whole Gowan team seemed to
be running straight at me. Actually
they were running into the grand-
stand to pick up the small amount of
trash the fans had left on the floor.

Meanwhile, the Ichiwara team

disappeared into the dugout and
emerged with rakes, hoses, push
brooms and a couple of wide wooden
screens to drag the infield.

“What is this all about?” I asked the
pitcher’s mother.

“Respect,” she said. “Respect for
the game and their opponents and
the fans and the umpire and the
groundskeeper. You must respect the
field or you shouldn’t play on it.”

Those words — “respect for the
game” — uttered by a Japanese
mother in a kimono a decade ago
still resonate with me today. For me,
she was an unlikely Cassandra who,
without knowing it, warned about
keeping alive the single most impor-
tant ingredient that makes competi-
tion worthwhile.

When the Japanese fans, who saw
their team lose, cleaned up their side

of the grandstand down in Brazil, it
made me think abut how much re-
spect has left this business in which I
have made a living for 63 years.

It is disrespect for the game that
has caused performance drug test-
ing to become a bargaining chip in
professional sports labor negotia-
tions and a self-inflicted danger to the
athletes themselves.

It is disrespect for the game that
has led to the noncompetitive blow-
outs we see on the college football
fields and basketball courts as the
powerhouses strengthen their rank-
ings and the patsies risk player injury
and ego for a slice of appearance
money.

It is disrespect for the game that
motivates college coaches to pres-
sure professors to change their play-
ers’ grades.

It is disrespect for the game that
turns the grandstands into zoos
when the Yankees play the Red Sox
or the Giants play the Dodgers or any
other so-called “rivalries” that are
fueled by alcohol and stupidity.

It is disrespect when management
and fans do not have the sensitiv-
ity to understand why some Native
Americans object to the use of the
nickname Redskins.

It is disrespect when ... well, fill
in your own blanks because there’s
plenty of room.

Win or lose, those kids I saw in
Okinawa had it. So did the Japanese
fans in Brazil. And so does much of
America. The trick is not to let those
who don’t have it outshout the rest
of us.

Jerry Izenberg:
jizenberg@starledger.com
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Japanese fan continue their practice of cleaning the stands following the country’s scoreless tie against Greece last week in the World Cup.

Jerry
Izenberg
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